BUSY KIDS
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ose Astor set up Busy Kids London last year “‘ ? h = f '
after she organised a celebrity storytelling ses- VOU I'ﬂ Oplflg Or SOmﬁ
sion while working as an actors’ agent. ‘Parents o .
came up to me afterwards and asked what else ﬁvmge benehts fmm Vou]’

was on offer, she says, ‘and I realised there was W 1
a gap in the market for original activities for kids. Actors g I.eaH bed
and other professionals arcgvery willing to work with chil- lI]VﬁSUTlBﬂt (b &St ]I] / ?)
dren - it’s a breath of fresh air and a huge but rewarding b
challenge for them, says Astor, who recently married ﬂle]'e S tl]e Busv Chﬁfs Course
Wwilliam and Harry's friend Hugh van Cutsem but has no o
children of her own, as yet.

You wor't find Jamie Bell (a former client) teach-
ing your three-vear-old ballet just yet, but Astor
could prove a canny investment for the parent
convinced of their offspring’s innate star quality.
Her workshops, which cost from £30 per session,
include the ever-popular Stunt Academy, in which
kids work with real Bond film stuntmen and per-
form an end-of-day show for parents, and the Mini
Movie in which they star in their own film, com-
plete with authentic costumes, make-up and a
DVD of the final movie. Then there's School of
Rock, in which children write and record their own
rock song - workshops cool enough for even the
most self-consciously trendy teenager to attend.
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- Talthuﬁgh if you can get the older ones into a §
gardening or charm-jewellery workshop, they're 2%
hooked. If you're hoping for some fringe her_lefits

from your financial investment (Dreakiast in peur s
there's the Busy Chefs cookery course, "There's so
much pressure at school, it's important for chil-
dren to let down their hair and unwind,’ says Astor.
‘If the children go home and say, "1 want to go
back,” then you know you're on to a winner.

Busy Kids London (020 7823 5037; www.busykidslondon.com).
Margie's Studio (07909 996 725 margaretbalger@lycos.com)



